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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMANSERVICES
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
601 East 12th Street, Suite 355
Kansas City, Missouri 64106

Division of Medicaid and Children's Health Operations
March 14, 2018

Matthew A. Van Patton, DHA, Medicaid Director
Department of Health & Human Services
Division of Medicaid and Long-Term Care
301 Centennial Mall South, 5th Floor
PO Box 95026
Lincoln, NE 68509-5026

RE:  TN 18-0004

Dear Dr. Van Patton: 

On February 23, 2018, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) received Nebraska’ s State
Plan Amendment ( SPA) Transmittal # 18-0004 of Supplement 16 to Attachment 2.6-A, Pages 1-3, to
implement an Asset Verification System (AVS).  Nebraska will join a Consortium to develop an AVS and
will enter into a contract with the New England States Consortium Systems Organization to meet the federal
requirements in implementing an AVS, using a contractor to provide data to assist in verifying asset
information for all individuals who have SSI-related eligibility.  The state plans for an August 1, 2018, go
live date.   

SPA 18-0004 was approved on March 12, 2018, with an effective date of May 31, 2018, as requested.  
Enclosed is a copy of the CMS-179 summary form, as well as the approved pages for incorporation into
the Nebraska State Plan.   

If you have any questions regarding this amendment, please contact Barbara Cotterman, at (816) 426-5925.    

3/14/2018

X

Signed by: Megan K. Buck -A

Enclosure

cc:  

Ruth Vineyard

Rosalind Sipe

Nancy Keller

Megan K. Buck
Acting Associate Regional Administrator
for Medicaid and Children’ s Health Operations

Sincerely, 



LeticiaBarraza -S DigitallysignedbyLeticiaBarraza -S
Date: 2018.03.1216:06:41 -05'00' 
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STATEPLANUNDERTITLEXIXOFTHESOCIALSECURITYACT

State:Nebraska___  

ASSETVERIFICATIONSYSTEM

1940(a) 1.Theagencywillprovidefortheverificationofassetsforpurposesof
oftheActdeterminingorre-determiningMedicaideligibilityforaged, blindanddisabled

MedicaidapplicantsandrecipientsusinganAssetVerificationSystem (AVS) 
thatmeetsthefollowingminimumrequirements. 

A.Therequestandresponsesystemmustbeelectronic: 

1)Verificationinquiriesmustbesentelectronicallyviatheinternetor
similarmeansfromtheagencytothefinancialinstitution (FI). 

2)Thesystemcannotbebasedonmailingpaper-basedrequests. 
3)Thesystemmusthavethecapabilitytoacceptresponses

electronically. 

B.Thesystemmustbesecure, basedonarecognizedindustrystandardof
security (e.g., asdefinedbytheU.S. C
InstituteofStandardsandTechnology, orNIST). 

C.ThesystemmustestablishandmaintainadatabaseofFIsthatparticipatein
the

D.VerificationrequestsalsomustbesenttoFIsotherthanthoseidentifiedby
applicantsandrecipients, basedonsomelogicsuchasgeographicproximity

agencydeterminesthatsuchrequestsareneededtodetermineorre- 
eligibility. 

E.Theverificationrequestsmustincludearequestforinformationonbothopen
andclosedaccounts, goingbackupto5yearsasdeterminedbytheState. 
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STATEPLANUNDERTITLEXIXOFTHESOCIALSECURITYACT

State:Nebraska___  

ASSETVERIFICATIONSYSTEM

2. SystemDevelopment

A. TheagencyitselfwilldevelopanAVS. 

In3below, provideanyadditionalinformationtheagency
wantstoinclude.   

B.TheagencywillhireacontractortodevelopanAVS. 

In3belowprovideanyadditionalinformationtheagency
wantstoinclude. 

X___ C.TheagencywillbejoiningaconsortiumtodevelopanAVS. 

In3below, identifytheStatesparticipatinginthe
consortium. Also, provideanyotherinformationtheagency
wantstoincludepertainingtohowtheconsortiumwill
implementtheAVSrequirements. 

D.Theagencyalreadyhasasysteminplacethatmeetsthe
requirementsforanacceptableAVS. 

In3below, describehowtheexistingsystemmeetsthe
requirementsinSection1. 

E.OtheralternativenotincludedinA.  D. above. 

In3below, describethisalternativeapproachandhowitwill
meettherequirementsinSection1. 

TNNo. NE18-0004
Supersedes ApprovalDate ____________ EffectiveDate ____________  
TNNo. Newpage



Revision: SUPPLEMENT16TOATTACHMENT2.6-A
Page3

STATEPLANUNDERTITLEXIXOFTHESOCIALSECURITYACT

State:Nebraska___  

ASSETVERIFICATIONSYSTEM

3. ProvidetheAVSimplementationinformationrequestedforthe
implementationapproachcheckedinSection2, andanyotherinformation
theagencymaywanttoinclude. 

NebraskaMedicaidispreparingtotakepartinamulti-stateconsortium,andenterintoacontract
withtheNewEnglandStatesConsortiumSystemOrganization (NESCSO), tomeettheFederal
requirementsinimplementinganAssetVerificationSystem (AVS). TheintentionofStatesinthe
consortium, istoensuretheAVSmoduleanditsdifferentcomponentshavewelldocumented
systeminterfaces, providingtheflexibilitytoconnectwitheligibilitysystemsatdifferentlevels.  
Advantagesincludeminimizedprocurementcosts, purchasingleveragewhennegotiatingwith
otherstates, collaborationacrossstatesforidentifyingbusinessandtechnicalrequirements, and
cost-sharedcustomization.  

NebraskaAssetVerificationSystemTimeline

TaskEstimatedCompletionDate
ObtainsampleRFPsfromotherstatesCompleted
DeveloplistofpotentialbiddersCompleted
DiscussionwithNESCSOofAVSmulti-stateprocurementCompleted
ReceivedMOUdraftfromNESCSOandsample Completed
procurement
ReviewofNESCSORFP Completed
NESCSOreleasesRFPCompleted
NESCSOfinalizesvendorcontractCompleted
InitializemeetingwithNESCSOforpricingandcontract Completed
information
Completecontractprocess4/30/18
Vendorstartdate5/31/18
Completeimplementationprocess7/1/18
Systemgolive8/1/18

TNNo. NE18-0004
Supersedes ApprovalDate ____________ EffectiveDate ____________  
TNNo. Newpage




