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CMCS Informational Bulletin  
 
DATE:  May 30, 2019  
 
FROM:  Chris Traylor, Deputy Administrator and Director 

Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services  
 

SUBJECT:  Updated 2019 Spousal Impoverishment Standards  
 
This CMCS informational bulletin provides an update to the 2019 Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) and Spousal Impoverishment Standards.  
 
Certain Medicaid income and resource standards are adjusted annually in accordance with 
changes in the SSI federal benefit rate (FBR) and the Consumer Price Index (CPI). These include 
some of the standards described in section 1924 of the Social Security Act (the Act), which 
describes the financial eligibility rules (the “spousal impoverishment rules”) that apply when 
married individuals seek coverage of certain long-term services and supports.  
 
While some of the spousal impoverishment standards, such as the maximum community spouse 
income maintenance allowance and community spouse minimum and maximum resource 
allowances, are adjusted each January, section 1924 of the Act directs that the community 
spouse’s minimum monthly maintenance needs allowance (MMMNA) be adjusted, in 
accordance with changes to the federal poverty level, effective July 1st of each year. 
Additionally, as the community spouse’s monthly housing allowance (which is the basis for 
determining if the community spouse may have an excess shelter allowance) is calculated based 
on a percentage of the MMMNA, the housing allowance is adjusted each July 1st as well.  
 
Included with this informational bulletin is the revised 2019 SSI and Spousal Impoverishment 
Standards chart that displays the updated MMMNA and Community Spouse Monthly Housing 
Allowances. These standards are also available on Medicaid.gov at 
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/eligibility/spousal-impoverishment/index.html. 
 
Please update your standards in accordance with this information.  
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Gene Coffey at  
410-786-2234 or Gene.Coffey@cms.hhs.gov. 

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/eligibility/spousal-impoverishment/index.html
mailto:Gene.Coffey@cms.hhs.gov




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		JulyupdateCMCS InformationalBulletin.pdf









		Report created by: 

		carman Lashley, carman.lashley@cms.hhs.gov



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 1



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

