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Continuous Eligibility for Children 
 

POLICY CITATION 
Statute: Sections 1902(e)(7) and 1902(e)(12) of the Act 
Regulation: 42 CFR 435.172; 42 CFR 435.926 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
Overview 
This reviewable unit (RU) describes the requirement for states to provide continuous eligibility 
in Medicaid to hospitalized children under specific circumstances, as described in section 
1902(e)(7) of the Social Security Act (the Act) and 42 CFR 435.172. It also describes the 
requirement for states to provide 12 months continuous eligibility for children under age 19, as 
described at 1902(e)(12) of the Act and 42 CFR 435.926. 

 
Mandatory: Continuous Eligibility for Hospitalized Children 
States must provide continuous eligibility for certain hospitalized children. Regulations require 
that states continue to provide Medicaid coverage until the end of an inpatient stay for children 
who are eligible and enrolled in the eligibility group for children under age 19, which is 
described at 42 CFR 435.118 and who would otherwise become ineligible based on age while 
hospitalized. To be eligible for continued coverage, the child must have been receiving inpatient 
services covered by Medicaid on the date the child becomes ineligible based on age. In addition, 
the child must be otherwise eligible for Medicaid except for age. 

 
Mandatory: Continuous Eligibility for Children 

States must provide continuous eligibility to children who are under age 19  and are eligible for 
and enrolled in a mandatory or optional eligibility group under the Medicaid state plan. 
Continuous eligibility must be provided to all children who are under age 19 and who are 
eligible and enrolled in Medicaid, excluding medically needy children and children who have 
been determined presumptively eligible under section 1920A of the Act but have not yet 
received a determination of full Medicaid eligibility. States may not limit the provision of 
continuous eligibility to individuals in the eligibility group for children under age 19 or another 
eligibility group that is specific to children. 

 
A child’s continuous eligibility period begins on the effective date of the individual’s initial 
eligibility determination or most recent redetermination or renewal. 
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States may not terminate coverage for a child receiving continuous eligibility, regardless of any 
changes in circumstances, unless: 

 
(1) The child attains age 19; 
(2) The child or child’s representative requests a voluntary termination of eligibility; 
(3) The child ceases to be a resident of the state; 
(4) The agency determines that eligibility was erroneously granted at the most recent 
determination, redetermination or renewal of eligibility because of agency error or fraud, abuse, 
or perjury attributed to the child or the child's representative; or 
(5) The child dies. 

 
Outside these exceptions, a state may not terminate the eligibility of a child prior to the end of 
the 12 month continuous eligibility period. For example, a child who is enrolled in the SSI 
beneficiaries eligibility group and becomes ineligible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
during the seventh month of a 12-month continuous eligibility period would remain enrolled in 
the SSI beneficiaries eligibility group until the end of the 12th month. For children enrolled in 
the program on January 1, 2024, the state must ensure that they receive 12 months continuous 
eligibility based on the start date of their eligibility period. For example, if a child’s eligibility 
start date is July 1, 2023, the state must ensure that their eligibility period continues until June 
30, 2024. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
 

A. Mandatory Continuous Eligibility for Hospitalized Children 
This section includes statements describing mandatory continuous eligibility for hospitalized 
children. 

 
B. Mandatory Continuous Eligibility for Children 

  This section includes statements describing mandatory continuous eligibility for children. 
 

C. Additional Information (optional) 
Except in limited circumstances, this field remains blank. Please consult with CMS before 
adding any additional information concerning this RU. 

 
REVIEW CRITERIA 

 

None 

4 


	POLICY CITATION
	BACKGROUND
	Overview
	Mandatory: Continuous Eligibility for Hospitalized Children
	Mandatory: Continuous Eligibility for Children

	INSTRUCTIONS
	A. Mandatory Continuous Eligibility for Hospitalized Children
	B. Mandatory Continuous Eligibility for Children
	This section includes statements describing mandatory continuous eligibility for children.
	C. Additional Information (optional)

	REVIEW CRITERIA




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		IGS86aContEligChidren508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

