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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
601 E. 12th St., Room 355 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES 

CENTER FOR MEDICAID & CHIP SERVICES 

Medicaid and CHIP Operations Group 

June 15, 2023 

Lynnette R. Rhodes, Esq. 
Executive Director 
Medical Assistance Plans 
Georgia Department of Community Health 
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE 
East Tower, 19th Floor 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Re: Georgia State Plan Amendment (SPA) 22-0002-PATH 

Dear Executive Director Rhodes: 

This letter is being sent as a companion to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) approval of state plan amendment (SPA) GA 22-0002-PATH, which was submitted to 
CMS on December 19, 2022. This approval will be effective as of July 1, 2023. Approval of 
SPA GA 22-0002-PATH includes approval of the paper alternative single, streamlined 
application and the paper alternative application used for multiple human services programs. 

Until September 2025 and pending implementation of the changes described below, Georgia will 
use an interim alternative single, streamlined online application and an interim attachment D, the 
application attachment used as the contract and application for the Pathways to Coverage 
Demonstration. The state will revise the Pathways to Coverage's Attachment D and the online 
application as described below. 

Necessary Change Date by which 
the change will 
be completed: 

I Georgia will revise the Pathways to Coverage contract to Please provide a 
communicate that verification or supporting documentation may date by which the 
be required each month. state will make 

this change. 
2 Georgia will revise the Pathways-related instructions included in Please provide a 

the applications ( online and paper) to reflect that paper date by which the 
documentation may be requested, rather than will be requested, state will make 

this change. 
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and that a person may not be eligible rather than will not be 
eligible until verification is provided. 

3 Georgia will add instructions that driver's license/state ID number, 9/30/2025 
issuing state, and expiration date are not needed for a health 
coverage application, if questions cannot be removed from the 
application. 

4 Georgia will modify the question about interpreter services to no 9/30/2025 
longer refer to an interview. The revised question should ask if a 
person needs interpreter services, as required at 42 CFR 
435.905(b )(1). 

5 Georgia will not require a residential address for submission of an 9/30/2025 
application. 

6 Georgia will add instructions to explain to users who should be 9/30/2025 
included in their Medical Assistance household application to 
ensure correct household composition, based on 42 CFR 435.603. 

7 Georgia will update the question about ethnicity to match the 9/30/2025 
question and response options used by the Single Streamlined 
Application. 

8 Georgia will modify the application as follows: 9/30/2025 

a. Non-applicants will not be asked questions about citizenship or 
immigration status. 
b. Applicants must be asked to attest to their citizenship or 
immigration status, consistent with the regulations at 42 CFR 
435.406 and 435.956. 
c. Applicants should be asked if they are naturalized or derived 
citizens and if so, asked for the alien and certificate numbers. 
d. The list of immigration statuses presented in the application 
must be comprehensive and accurate (if the state opts to list 
immigration statuses.) 

9 Georgia will update the application so that non-applicant 9/30/2025 
household members will not be asked "Does this person have a 
disability?" 

10 Georgia will update the application so the question, "Is this person 9/30/2025 
a veteran or in active duty?" will only be asked of applicants who 
are non-citizens to determine if they may be exempt from the 5-
year waiting period per 42 CFR 435.956(a)(3). This question may 
not be asked of US citizens or non-applicants. 

11 Georgia will remove the question about breastfeeding status from 9/30/2025 
the application. 
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12 Georgia will add a question asking a pregnant individual how 9/30/2025 
many babies they are expecting. This information is used for 
household composition per GA SPA 13-0002. 

13 Georgia will remove questions about a person's living 9/30/2025 
arrangements, including the date the living arrangement began, 
from the application. 

14 Georgia will remove a request for a separate signature attesting to 9/30/2025 
citizenship and immigration status from the application. (The 
household contact attests to the accuracy of attested information 
by signing the application under penalty of perjury, required under 
42 CFR 435.907(f).) 

15 Georgia will modify the application so that non-applicant 9/30/2025 
household members are not asked about foster care status. 

16 Georgia will remove the following question from the application: 9/30/2025 
"Is anyone currently receiving or has received food stamps, 
TANF, or Medicaid in another state?" 

17 Georgia will add a question to ask each household member if they 9/30/2025 
are an American Indian or Alaska Native. This question must not 
be combined with existing questions asking about race. 

18 Georgia will eliminate instructions asking households to report 9/30/2025 
money from family or friends as this information is not counted 
under 42 CFR 435.603. 

19 Georgia will modify the application so that non-applicant 9/30/2025 
household members will not be asked if they have medical bills 
for the purposes of retroactive eligibility. 

20 Georgia will modify the application so that the signature requiring 9/30/2025 
acknowledgement of HIP AA will be made optional. 

21 Georgia will modify the application to ensure that individuals or 9/30/2025 
their representatives are informed that they may submit a fair 
hearing request via any modalities described at 42 CFR 
435.907(a), which includes via the internet website, by telephone, 
bv mail, and in person. 

22 Georgia will remove the statement, "If I am applying for health 9/30/2025 
coverage for myself, I certify under penalty of perjury that I am a 
US Citizen, naturalized or qualified immigrant" from the 
application. Individuals who do not have qualifying immigration 
status may still qualify for emergency services. 

23 Georgia will add a mandatory question asking each household 9/30/2025 
member if they want to apply for health coverage. For reference, 
the Single Streamlined Application includes the following 
question: "Do you need health coverage?" For each household 
member, a yes or no response must be selected. The state will 
then apply dynamic functionality to target questions based on the 
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circumstances of the individual, notably whether the individual is 
an applicant or a non-applicant household member. CMS is 
available to provide technical assistance. 

24 Georgia will add a question to determine eligibility for parents and 9/30/2025 
caretaker relatives as defined at 42 CFR 435.4. For reference, the 
Single Streamlined Application includes the following question: 
"Do you live with at least one child under the age of 19 and are 
you the main person taking care of this child?" 

Please submit the revised changes to CMS for review no later than September 2025. We will 
continue to be available to provide technical assistance. Should you have any questions about this 
letter, please contact Etta Hawkins at Etta.Hawkins@cms.hhs.gov. 

Sincerelv. 

James G. Scott, Director 
Division of Program Operations 
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