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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S3-14-28 
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850 

Financial Management Group 

Amir Bassiri 
Medicaid Director 
New York State Department of Health 
99 Washington Ave – One Commerce Plaza Suite 1432 
Albany, NY 12210 

Reference:  TN 22-0008 

Dear Medicaid Director: 

We have reviewed the proposed amendment to Attachment 4.19-D of your Medicaid State plan 
submitted under transmittal number (TN) 22-0008.  This amendment proposes to amend Title XIX 
State Plan for long term care services to comply with Public Health law Section 2808 (2-c)(d). 
Through the quality incentive program, the non-specialty nursing homes will continue to recognize 
improvements in performance. 

We conducted our review of your submittal according to the statutory requirements at sections 
1902(a)(2), 1902(a)(13), 1902(a)(30), and 1903(a) of the Social Security Act and the implementing 
Federal regulations at 42 CFR 447 Subpart C.   

This is to inform you that Medicaid State plan amendment NY-22-0008 is approved effective 
January 1, 2022.  The CMS-179 and the amended plan page(s) are attached. 

If you have any additional questions or need further assistance, please contact Kristina Mack-Webb at 
617-565-1225 or Kristina.Mack-Webb@cms.hhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Rory Howe 
Director 

Enclosures 

November 18, 2022









Attachment 4.19-D 

New York 
110(d)(22.1) 

TN ____22-0008   Approval Date _______________ 

Supersedes TN _____20-0007  Effective Date ___January 1, 2022 

1905(a)(4)(A) Nursing Facility Services 

For threshold-based measures, the points will be awarded based on threshold values. The 
threshold-based measures are:  

• Percent of Employees Vaccinated for Influenza: facilities will be awarded five points if
the rate is 85% or higher, and zero points if the rate is less than 85%.

• Percent of Contract/Agency Staff Used: facilities will be awarded five points if the rate is
less than 10%, and zero points if the rate is 10% or higher.

• Percent of Long Stay Residents Experiencing One or More Falls with Major Injury:
facilities will be awarded five points if the rate is equal to or less than 5%, and zero
points if the rate is greater than 5%.

• Percent of Long Stay Residents with a Urinary Tract Infection: facilities will be awarded
five points if the rate is equal to or less than 5%, and zero points if the rate is greater
than 5%.

Rate of Staffing Hours per Resident per Day 

NYS DOH will calculate an annualized adjusted rate of staffing hours per resident per day using 
staffing information downloaded from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
appropriate for that year. The staffing information is based on Payroll Based Journal Public Use 
Files (PBJ PUFs). PBJ PUFs are public data sets prepared by the CMS. For this measure, staffs 
are defined as RNs, LPNs, and Aides. The rate of reported staffing hours and the rate of case-
mix staffing hours will be taken from the staffing information and the adjusted rate of staffing 
hours will be calculated using the formula below.  

Rate Adjusted = (Rate Reported/Rate Case-Mix) * Statewide average 

Awarding for Improvement 

Nursing homes will be awarded improvement points from previous years’ performance in 
selected measures in the Quality Component only. One improvement point will be awarded for a 
nursing home that improves in its quintile for a specific quality measure, compared to its 
quintile in the previous year for that quality measure. Nursing homes that obtain the top 
quintile in a quality measure will not receive an improvement point because maximum points 
per measure cannot exceed five. The threshold-based quality measures below will not be 
eligible to receive improvement points: 

• Percent of Employees Vaccinated for Influenza
• Percent of Long Stay Residents Experiencing One or More Falls with Major Injury
• Percent of Long Stay Residents With a Urinary Tract Infection
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Attachment 4.19-D 

New York 
110(d)(22.3) 

TN ____22-0008    Approval Date _______________ 

Supersedes TN _____20-0007  Effective Date ___January 1, 2022 

1905(a)(4)(A) Nursing Facility Services 

Reduction of Points Base: When a quality measure is not available for a nursing home, the 
number of points the measure is worth will be reduced from the NHQI maximum base points. 
The nursing home’s total score will be the sum of its points divided by the base. This reduction 
can happen in the following scenario: 

• When a quality measure has a denominator of less than 30
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Attachment 4.19-D 
New York 

 110(d)(24) 

TN ____22-0008    Approval Date _______________ 

Supersedes TN _____20-0007  Effective Date ___January 1, 2022 

Reserved 

1905(a)(4)(A) Nursing Facility Services 

November 18, 2022



Attachment 4.19-D 
New York 

110(d)(25) 

1905(a)(4)(A) Nursing Facility Services 

TN ____22-0008    Approval Date _______________ 

Supersedes TN _____20-0007  Effective Date ___January 1, 2022 

The following payments, which will be applicable to the NHQI Year, will be made to fund the 
NHQP and to make payments based upon the scores calculated from the NHQI as described 
above.    

• Each non-specialty facility will be subject to a Medicaid rate reduction to fund the NHQI,
which will be calculated as follows:

• For each such facility, Medicaid revenues, calculated by multiplying each facility’s
NHQI Year promulgated rate in effect for such period by reported Medicaid days,
as reported in a facility’s MDS Year cost report, will be divided by total Medicaid
revenues of all non-specialty facilities. The result will be multiplied by the $50
million dollars and divided by each facility’s most recently reported Medicaid days
as reported in a facility’s cost report of the MDS Year.  If a facility fails to submit a
timely filed cost report in the MDS Year, the most recent cost report will be used.

The total scores as calculated above for each such facility will be ranked and grouped by
quintile.  Each of the top three quintiles will be allocated a share of the $50 million NHQI
and each such facility within such top three quintiles will receive a payment.  Such
payments will be paid as a lump sum payment outside of the Nursing Home rate for the
NHQI Year.  Such shares and payments will be calculated as follows:
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