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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
Center for Medicaid & CHIP Services 
233 North Michigan Ave., Suite 600 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Financial Management Group 

John Bartholomew, Chief Financial Officer 
Attn: Amy Winterfeld 
Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing 
1570 Grant Street 
Denver, CO 80203-1818 

RE:  Colorado State Plan Amendment (SPA) Transmittal Number 20-0028 

Dear Mr. Bartholomew: 

We have reviewed the proposed Colorado State Plan Amendment (SPA) to Attachment 4.19-B of your state plan, 
which was submitted to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) on September 29, 2020.  This plan 
amendment allows rebalancing the behavioral health fee for service and Residential Child Care Facility (RCCF) rates. 

Based upon the information provided by the State, we have approved the amendment with an effective date of 
July 01, 2020.  We are enclosing the approved CMS-179 and a copy of the new state plan pages. 

If you have any additional questions or need further assistance, please contact LaJoshica (Josh) Smith via 214-
767-6453 or lajoshica.smith@cms.hhs.gov.

Sincerely, 

Todd McMillion 
Director 
Division of Reimbursement Review 

Enclosures 

June 9, 2021





STATE PLAN UNDER TITLE XIX OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT 
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

STATE OF COLORADO 

Attachment 4.19-B 
Page 1 of 2 

METHODS AND STANDARDS FOR ESTABLISHING PAYMENT RATES - 

OTHER TYPES OF CARE 

13.d. REHABILITATIVE SERVICES:     MENTAL  HEALTH  AND   SUBSTANCE ABUSE

REHABILITATION SERVICES FOR  CHILDREN 

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Rehabilitation Services for Children are reimbursed on a fee-for- 
service basis per units of service per practitioner. Rates for services include only Medicaid allowable  
costs. These services are only available for children ages 0 to 21 for whom the services are found to be 
medically necessary. Rates do not include the cost of any room and  board. Applicable  practitioner 
provider salaries were considered in developing payment fee schedules. Rates for these services were 
compared with rates for similar services provided by Community Mental Health Centers  under  cost- 
based payment methodologies to ensure that rates for mental health  rehabilitative  services  are  not 
greater than the estimated costs  of  providing  services.  

Mental Health Services  units of  service are  as follows: 

A. Psychiatric  diagnostic examination unit of  service   shall   be  one  hour   .

B. Individual psychotherapy (brief)  unit of service shall be  16-37 minutes,  face-to-face.

C. Individual psychotherapy (long) unit of service shall be 38-60 minutes,  face-to-face.

D. Psychotherapy for Crisis unit of service shall be 30-74 minutes, face-to-face.

E. Family  psychotherapy unit of service shall be one hour.

F. Group  psychotherapy unit  of  service shall be 15 minutes.

G. Psychological testing (professional) unit of service shall be one hour, face-to-face, interpreting or
preparing report.

H. Psychological  testing (technician) unit of service  shall be one hour, face-to-face.

TN#: 20-0028  Approval Date:  
Supersedes TN#: 1 7 – 0045  Effective Date:   July 1, 2020

June 9, 2021




