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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S2-26-12 
Baltimore, Maryland   21244-1850

May 14, 2026 

George Cruz 
Director 
Commonwealth Medicaid Agency 
Office of the Governor 
Caller Box 10007 
Saipan, MP  96950 

Re: CNMI Disaster Relief State Plan Amendment (SPA) 26-0001 

Dear Director Cruz: 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) reviewed the proposed disaster relief 
Medicaid State Plan Amendment (SPA) submitted on May 13, 2026, under transmittal number 
(TN) 26-0001. This amendment was submitted to respond to the Super Typhoon Sinlaku public 
health emergency (PHE), and proposes to disregard all resources for applicants and 
beneficiaries  eligibility determinations processed on or after April 1, 2026, allow
replacement of one pair of lost or broken eyeglasses with self-attestation, allows replacement 
of durable medical equipment to one item per equipment type per beneficiary based on medical 
necessity and prior authorization, allows replacement or refill of medical supplies for up to 
90 days, allows early emergency prescription refills and replacements of maintenance 
medications for up to 90 days with exclusion of any controlled substance prescriptions, allows 

pharmacies to document and accept self-attestation of lost, damaged or inaccessible 
medications, allow  medication renewal without clinical review or time/quantity extensions, 

 deviation from  preferred medicine list in the event of a shortage, allows 
advanced interim certified public expenditure (CPE) payments for inpatient and outpatient 
hospital services using the approved interim payment rates methodologies currently 
authorized under state plan with approved reconciliation.  

On April 11, 2026, the President of the United States issued a proclamation that the Super Typhoon 
Sinlaku constitutes an emergency by the authorities vested in the President by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, including sections 201 and 301 of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), and consistent with section 1135 of the Social Security Act (the Act). On 
April 17, 2026, pursuant to section 1135(b) of the Act, the Secretary of the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) declared a PHE, invoking the authority to waive 
or modify certain requirements of titles XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the Act. During a PHE, CMS may 
approve the use of section 1135 authority to help ensure that sufficient healthcare items and 
services are available to meet the needs of individuals enrolled in CMS programs and to ensure 
that health care providers that furnish such items and services in good faith, but are unable to 
comply with one or more of such requirements, may be reimbursed for such items and services 
and exempted from sanctions for such noncompliance, absent any determination of fraud or abuse. 
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This authority took effect as of April 17, 2026, with a retroactive effective date of April 1 , 
2026. The emergency period will terminate, and section 1135 waivers will no longer be 
available, upon termination of the PHE, including any extensions. 

CMS conducted our review of your submittal according to statutory requirements in Title XIX of 
the Act and implementing regulations. This letter is to inform you that Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) Medicaid SPA Transmittal Number MP-26-0001 is approved 
effective April 1, 2026. 

If you have any questions, please contact Maria Garza at (206) 615-2542 or via email at 
maria.garza@cms.hhs.gov.   

Sincerely, 

Courtney Miller 
Director, Medicaid and CHIP Operations Group 

Enclosures 

Cc: Vicenta Rosario, vicenta.rosario@cnmimedicaid.org  






























