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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services  
601 E. 12th St., Room 355 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106  

Medicaid and CHIP Operations Group 

December 16, 2022 
 
Michelle Probert, Director 
Office of MaineCare Services 
Department of Health and Human Services  
109 Capitol Street, 11 State House Station  
Augusta, Maine 04333-0011 
 
Re:  Maine State Plan Amendment (SPA) 22-0023 
 
Dear Ms. Probert: 

This letter is being sent as a companion to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
approval of state plan amendment (SPA) ME 22-0023, which was submitted to CMS on May 13, 
2022. This approval will be effective as of August 15, 2022. Approval of SPA ME 22-0023 
includes approval of the alternative single, streamlined paper application and the alternative 
multi-benefits paper application. 

Until June 2024 and pending implementation of the changes described below, Maine will use an 
interim alternative single, streamlined online application. The state will revise the online 
application as described below. 

 Necessary Change Date by which 
the changes will 
be completed:  

1 The state will modify the application so that questions pertaining 
to citizenship, residency, retroactive coverage, foster care, 
disability, and Medicare coverage will not be asked of non-
applicant household members. 

September 2023 

2 The state will modify the application to include text explaining to 
applicants that they may also designate an organization as an 
authorized representative, per 42 CFR 435.923. 

September 2023 

3 The state will modify the application to ensure that AI/AN income 
is excluded per 42 CFR 435.603.  

September 2023 

4 The state will modify the application to include “US Nationals” in 
the question asking if an applicant is a US Citizen. Those who 
attest to being US Citizens/Nationals will be asked if they have 
derived or naturalized citizenship, along with the alien and 
certificate number.  

September 2023 

5 The state will modify the application to request immigration status 
consistent with guidance set forth in the webinar deck, 

June 2024 
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Requirements and Strategies for Updating Your State’s Online 
Application, including updating the list of immigration statuses 
presented to align with the eligibility requirements in Maine. 

6 The state will remove questions pertaining to alien sponsors from 
the application. 

November 2023

7 The state will remove the “description of document” request from 
the application. 

November 2023

8 The state will add instructions to the application to indicate that 
individuals identified at 42 CFR 435.907(a) may sign and submit 
the application. 

February 2023

9 The state will remove the following as an exception for failing to
provide an SSN: “refused to provide an SSN”, as required by 42 
CFR 435.910(h).

The state will add an option to ensure that someone who cannot 
recall their SSN may identify themselves, consistent with 42 CFR 
435.910(e). 

September 2023

10 The state will update the application’s income section consistent 
with the following: Individuals who do not appear potentially 
eligible on a non-MAGI basis will not be asked to provide non-
MAGI income. Individuals who do appear eligible on a non-
MAGI basis may be asked but not required to provide such 
income on the single streamlined application.

September 2023

11 The state will either remove the living arrangement question from 
the application or make it optional only for applicants, depending 
feasibility in the state’s system.

September 2023

12 The state will remove the question, “When did you start getting 
payment from this income source?” for health coverage only 
applications.

September 2023

13 The state will modify the question of a pregnancy due date to 
reflect an “estimated” due date. 

September 2023

Please submit the revised changes to CMS for review no later than June 2024. We continue to be 
available to provide technical assistance. Should you have any questions about this letter, please 
contact Kirstin Michel at Kirstin.michel@cms.hhs.gov.

Sincerely,

James G. Scott, Director
Division of Program Operations

cc: Kristin Merrill, State Plan Manager, Office of MaineCare Services
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