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Supersedes 

TN: 21-0046    Approval Date: __________ Effective Date: July 1, 2022 

4. Effective July 1, 2014, the payment augmentation rate for each emergency air medical

transportation service will be calculated as described in section (b).

(a) Base rates for emergency air medical transportation services are the State

Agency’s rates per procedure code as posted on the Medi-Cal Rates

website: https://files.medi-cal.ca.gov/Rates/RatesHome.aspx

(b) The payment rate augmentation for emergency air medical transportation

services is the difference between the base rate and the maximum allowable

amount per transport based on the state average of providers’ usual and

customary rates charged to the general public for an emergency air medical

transport, adjusted by the maximum pool amount and by the projected

utilization. The projected utilization is the calculated average of total

transports from the previous three state fiscal years. The payment

augmentation rates are established as a fixed rate for rotary transports, and

as a fixed rate for fixed wing transports.

i. For the 2022/23 state fiscal year, the maximum annual amount available

for aggregate augmentation payments to providers will be based on a total

pool amount of up to $8,000,000. Payments from this pool amount will be

distributed to eligible air medical transportation providers, using the

methodology described in (b) for the dates of service July 1, 2022 through

June 30, 2023, or until the annual pool amount is exhausted.

ii. The augmentation rates for rotary and fixed wing transports for the 2022/23

state fiscal year shall not exceed the applicable total maximum allowable

amount per transport under (b).

(c) Payment Augmentation

i. Effective July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023, the payment augmentation

rates for rotary and fixed wing transports are paid in addition to the base

rate for FFS emergency air medical transportation.

ii. Except as otherwise noted in the plan, state-developed fee schedule rates

are the same for both governmental and private providers of air emergency

services. The payment augmentation rates will be posted on the Notes to

Rates page of the Department’s Medi-Cal website for the applicable state

fiscal year. All rates are published https://files.medi-

cal.ca.gov/Rates/rates_notes.aspx. 
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