
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S2-25-26 
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850 

State Demonstrations Group 

August , 2025 

Juliet Charron  
State Medicaid Director 
State of Idaho, Department of Health and Welfare 
P.O. Box 83720  
Boise, ID 83720  

Dear Director Charron: 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) completed its review of the Interim 
Evaluation Report, which is required by the Special Terms and Conditions (STCs), specifically 
STC #42 “Interim Evaluation Report” of Idaho’s section 1115 demonstration, “Idaho Behavioral 
Health Transformation” (Project No: 11-W-00339/10), effective through September 30, 2025.  
This Interim Evaluation Report covers the period from January 2021 through March 2023.  CMS 
determined that the Evaluation Report, submitted on September 26, 2024, and revised on May 
12, 2025, is in alignment with the CMS-approved Evaluation Design and the requirements set 
forth in the STCs, and therefore approves the state’s Interim Evaluation Report. 

The evaluation findings from the Interim Evaluation Report demonstrate some progress toward 
demonstration goals. For example, compared to the pre-demonstration period, findings suggest 
that the number of Medicaid-enrolled providers qualified to deliver substance use disorder 
services increased. The evaluation findings also suggest that the number of beneficiaries 
receiving substance use disorder related treatments as well as the number of beneficiaries 
utilizing behavioral health services increased compared to the pre-demonstration period. 
However, several evaluation measures trended opposite the desired direction, such as increased 
emergency department utilization for substance and opioid use disorders and decreased follow-
up to beneficiaries with a principal diagnosis of mental illness after an emergency department 
visit. The COVID-19 public health emergency coincided with the evaluation period, and 
Medicaid expansion was implemented in the state three months prior to the start of the 
demonstration. Both developments potentially had an impact on evaluation findings, though the 
state attempted to account for these factors through their analytic methods. The state utilized a 
pre-post design method, along with descriptive statistics, for quantitative analyses as opposed to 
a CMS recommended quasi-experimental design method. The state noted they will utilize a 
quasi-experimental design method for quantitative analyses in their Summative Evaluation 
Report. Finally, the state brought on a managed care organization in 2024 to support their 
behavioral health delivery system and expect this systemic shift to support more desired 
outcomes and trends in future evaluation measures. We look forward to further evaluation of the 
demonstration. 
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In accordance with STC #46, the approved Interim Evaluation Report may now be posted to the 
state’s Medicaid website within 30 days.  CMS will also post the Interim Evaluation Report on 
Medicaid.gov. 
 
We look forward to our continued partnership on the Idaho Behavioral Health Transformation section 
1115 demonstration.  If you have any questions, please contact your CMS demonstration team. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Danielle Daly 
Director 
Division of Demonstration Monitoring and Evaluation 

   
           
cc: Courtaney Savage, State Monitoring Lead, CMS Medicaid and CHIP Operations Group 
 
 






















































































































































































































































