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Background

This is a Center for Medicaid & CHIP Services (CMCS) Medicaid and CHIP Coverage Learning
Collaborative (MAC LC) project that monitors Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
enrollment trends, primarily using the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Performance
Indicator Data.

The MAC LC is a CMCS project that provides a forum for facilitated discussion and learning across CMS
and states, with the goal of implementing and improving the programs, tools, and systems needed to
ensure high-performing state health insurance programs. The MAC LC has enabled CMS to more
effectively identify issues and also monitor and improve program performance.

This snapshot is a companion to the monthly Medicaid & CHIP September 2020 Application, Eligibility,
and Enrollment Data posted on Medicaid.gov.

The Enrollment Trends project primarily relies on Performance Indicator Data. All states—including the
District of Columbia—provide data each month about their Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and
enrollment activity. These data reflect a range of indicators related to key application, eligibility, and
enrollment processes within the state Medicaid and CHIP agency. The complete data set is available on
Data.Medicaid.gov.
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https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/program-information/medicaid-and-chip-enrollment-data/report-highlights/index.html
https://data.medicaid.gov/Enrollment/State-Medicaid-and-CHIP-Applications-Eligibility-D/n5ce-jxme

Enrolilment Snapshot

* To be responsive to questions on Medicaid and CHIP enrollment, particularly given the
impact of the COVID-19 public health emergency (PHE), this Enrollment Snapshot
captures high level information on the most recently submitted month of Performance
Indicator Data within the context of the previous 12 months, focusing on:

— Total Medicaid and CHIP enrollment
— Medicaid enrollment

— CHIP enrollment

— Adult enrollment

— Child enrollment

* We are also looking at trends in the number of unemployed people compared to
enrollment using state unemployment data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

* Lastly, this analysis captures high level information on the trend in the number of
Medicaid and CHIP applications received by states.



Figure 1. National Medicaid and CHIP enroliment, October 2019 to September 2020, CMS Performance Indicator Data Table 1. National Medicaid and CHIP enroliment, October 2019 to
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Source: Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility and Enroliment Performance Indicators as of December 16, 2020.
Note: This analysis includes preliminary enroliment data from 50 states and the District of Columbia. "FFCRA" refers to the Families First Coronavirus Response Act. "MOE" refers to the FFCRA's maintenance of effort requirement, which makes available a temporary 6.2
percentage point increase to each state or territory's federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) during the emergency. As a condition of receiving the FMAP increase, states must meet several requirements pertaining to eligibility and maintenance of enroliment.



Figure 2. National adult and child enrollment in Medicaid and CHIP, October 2019 to September 2020, CMS Performance Indicator Data
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Source: Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility and Enroliment Performance Indicators as of December 16, 2020.
Note: This analysis includes preliminary enroliment data from 49 states and the District of Columbia. Arizona is excluded because the state did not report the breakouts for adult and child enroliment between October 2019 and September 2020. "FFCRA" refers to the Families
First Coronavirus Response Act. "MOE" refers to the FFCRA's maintenance of effort requirement, which makes available a temporary 6.2 percentage point increase to each state or territory's federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) during the emergency. As a

condition of receiving the FMAP increase, states must meet several requirements pertaining to eligibility and maintenance of enroliment.
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Table 2. National adult and child enroliment, October 2019 to
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From October 2019 to September 2020, national adult and child enrollment

increased by 6,060,619 individuals (8.7%).
» National adult enrollment increased by 3,998,150 individuals (11.7%).
* National child enrollment increased by 2,062,469 individuals (5.8%).
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Figure 3. Change in total Medicaid and CHIP enroliment, August 2020 to September 2020, CMS Performance Indicator Data
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increased by 1.5 to 2.5 percent. Two
states—Alaska and Montana—had modest
increases of less than 0.5 percent between
August 2020 and September 2020. In North
Dakota, total Medicaid and CHIP enroliment
declined by 0.7 percent in September 2020,
following an increase of 4.6 percent in the
previous month.*
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Source: Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility and Enroliment Performance Indicators as of December 16, 2020.
Note: This analysis includes preliminary enroliment data from 50 states and the District of Columbia.
* Data quality: North Dakota indicated their enroliment decline in September 2020 is likely attributed to a systems error and does not reflect an actual decline in enroliment.
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Figure 4. Medicaid and CHIP enroliment from the CMS Performance Indicator Data compared to unemployment data from the Cumulative change, February 2020 to September 2020
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, October 2019 to September 2020 Medicaid and CHIP enroliment Number unemployed
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Sources: (1) Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility and Enrollment Performance Indicators as of December 16, 2020 and (2) State Employment and Unemployment Data (Monthly) from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics as of December 17, 2020.
Note: This analysis includes data from 50 states and the District of Columbia. "FFCRA" refers to the Families First Coronavirus Response Act. "MOE" refers to the FFCRA's maintenance of effort requirement, which makes available a temporary 6.2 percentage point increase
to each state or territory's federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) during the emergency. As a condition of receiving the FMAP increase, states must meet several requirements pertaining to eligibility and maintenance of enroliment.



Figure 5. National Medicaid and CHIP applications received in 2020 compared to annual trends for 2018 and 2019, CMS Performance Indicator Data
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Source: Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility and Enroliment Performance Indicators as of December 16, 2020.

Note: This analysis includes preliminary applications data from 41 states and the District of Columbia. Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colorado, Delaware, Kansas, Maine, Rhode Island, and Tennessee are excluded because these states did not report applications data for
one or more months between January 2018 and September 2020.



Figure 6. Change in Medicaid and CHIP applications received, August 2020 to September 2020, CMS Performance Indicator Data

Nationally, the number of Medicaid and CHIP
applications was about 2 percent lower in
September 2020 compared to August 2020. -30%
Applications changed by 5 percent or less in 27 15% 5% +5% +15%
states and the District of Columbia. In 15 states,
applications in September 2020 either decreased
by 5 to 15 percent compared to August 2020 (12
states) or decreased by 15 to 30 percent compared
to August 2020 (3 states). Applications increased
by 5 to 30 percent in 7 states.

Percentage change in Medicaid and CHIP applications

+30%

Source: Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility and Enroliment Performance Indicators as of December 16, 2020.
Note: This analysis includes preliminary applications data from 49 states and the District of Columbia. Kansas is excluded because the state did not report applications data for August 2020 and September 2020.
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