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State/Territory Name:  Texas 

State Plan Amendment (SPA) #:   14-0006 MM7 

This file contains the following documents in the order listed:  

1) Approval Letter 
2) CMS 179 Form 
3) Approved SPA Pages 

 

 



 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
Dallas Regional Office 
1301 Young Street, Suite 833 
Dallas, Texas  75202 

 
 
DIVISION OF MEDICAID & CHILDREN’S HEALTH   - REGION VI 
 
December 5, 2014 
 
Our Reference: SPA TX 14-0006 MM7 
 
Ms. Kay Ghahremani 
State Medicaid/CHIP Director 
Health and Human Services Commission 
Post Office Box 13247 
Mail Code H100 
Austin, Texas 78711 
 
Dear Ms. Ghahremani: 
 
We have reviewed the State’s proposed amendment to the Texas State Plan submitted under 
Transmittal Number 14-0006 MM7, dated March 31, 2014. This state plan amendment establishes 
the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) standards for administration of 
presumptive eligibility determinations by qualified hospitals. Federal law allows qualified 
hospitals to make presumptive eligibility determinations for children, pregnant women, parents and 
caretaker relatives, former foster care children, and individuals with breast or cervical cancer.    
 
In reviewing the State Plan pages, CMS found issues related to the State’s proposed February 2, 
2015 implementation date of the hospital presumptive eligibility provision.  As set forth in Section 
1902(a)(47)(B) of the Social Security Act (“the Act”), states must provide a program for hospitals 
that choose to provide hospital presumptive eligibility determinations, effective  
January 1, 2014, as codified in the Section 2202 of the Affordable Care Act. We understand that 
the State is still in the process of finalizing its system to support hospital presumptive eligibility 
and is estimating an implementation date of February 1, 2015.   
 
Texas has provided sufficient SPA pages and supporting materials in the 14-0006-MM7 
submission to show that it has policies in place and can begin to train providers as qualified 
entities.  Therefore, CMS is approving this SPA.  
 
We understand that the State is still in the process of finalizing its system to support hospital 
presumptive eligibility and is estimating an implementation date of February 1, 2015.  If any 
systems or other issues threaten this date, the state should inform CMS as soon as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Based on the information submitted, we have approved the amendment for incorporation into the 
official Texas State Plan with an effective date change of January 1, 2014.  A copy of the CMS-
179 and approved plan pages are enclosed with this letter.  
 
If you have questions, please contact Cheryl Rupley at (214) 767-6278.  
 
       Sincerely,  
 
 
 
       Bill Brooks  
       Associate Regional Administrator 
 
cc:  Becky Brownlee, Policy Development Support  



Date Received: 31 March, 2014
Date Approved: 5 December, 2014
Signature of Approving Official:
Printed Name and Title: Bill Brooks, Associate Regional Administrator

Division of Medicaid & Children's Health

TN: TX 14-0006 MM7 Date Approved: 5 Dec, 2014 Date Effective: 1 Jan 2014
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