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State/Territory Name:   Pennsylvania 

State Plan Amendment (SPA) #: PA-19-0014 

This file contains the following documents in the order listed:  

1) Deputy Director Approval Letter; 
2) CMS 179 Form/Summary Form (with 179-like data); 
3) The Approval Letter from the CMS Division of Pharmacy; 
4) Approved SPA Pages. 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services 
801 Market Street, Suite 9400 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19107  

Medicaid and CHIP Operations Group
SWIFT # 093020194043 

December 3, 2019

Teresa Miller
Secretary 
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services
625 Forster Street 
Room 333, Health & Welfare Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

Dear Secretary Miller:

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has completed its review of Pennsylvania’s 
State Plan Amendment (SPA) Transmittal Number 19-0014, “Preferred Drug List,” which makes 
changes to the State’s supplemental rebate agreement to support the transition to a statewide 
preferred drug list (PDL) that applies to both the fee-for-service and managed care delivery 
systems.  The SPA is also intended to simplify physicians' reference to one PDL and one set 
of prior authorization guidelines and to provide uniformity and consistency to both Medicaid 
beneficiaries and providers.

This SPA was approved on November 21, 2019 with an effective date of January 1, 2020.
Enclosed are: 

1. The CMS Summary Page (CMS-179 form);
2. The Approval Letter from the CMS Division of Pharmacy; and
3. The approved State Plan pages for PA-19-0014.

If you have any questions concerning this SPA, please contact Mary McKeon at 215-861-4181.

Sincerely,

Francis McCullough,
Deputy Director
Financial Management Group 

Enclosures 

Francis T. 

Mccullough -S

Digitally signed by Francis T. 

Mccullough -S 

Date: 2019.12.03 14:48:52 -05'00'



                  /s/

                  /s/



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S2-14-26 
Baltimore, Maryland  21244-1850 
 
Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services 

Disabled and Elderly Health Programs Group 
 
 
 
November 21, 2019 
 
 

 
Ms. Teresa D. Miller 
Secretary 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Human Services 
625 Forster St Rm 333 
Harrisburg, PA  17120-0701 
 
Dear Ms. Miller: 
 
We have reviewed Pennsylvania State Plan Amendment (SPA) 19-0014 received in the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Philadelphia Regional Operations Group on  
September 25, 2019. This SPA proposes implement a single Preferred Drug List for both 
managed care plans and fee-for-service, along with including managed care claim utilization for 
the state’s supplemental rebate agreements.  
 
Based on the information provided and consistent with the regulations at 42 CFR 430.20, we are 
pleased to inform you that SPA 19-0014 is approved with an effective date of January 1, 2020. A copy 
of the signed CMS-179 form, as well as the pages approved for incorporation into Pennsylvania’s 
state plan will be forwarded by the Philadelphia Regional Operations Group.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Justin Aplin at (410) 786-6901 or 
Justin.Aplin@cms.hhs.gov. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
John M. Coster, Ph.D., R.Ph. 
Director 
Division of Pharmacy 

 
 
 
 
cc:  Francis T. McCullough, Director, Philadelphia Regional Office 
  Mary McKeon, Philadelphia Regional Office  

Eve Lickers, Pennsylvania Office of Medical Assistance Programs 








