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Attachment A: Description of Change 

There is a growing body of empirical evidence showing that the loss or absence of a "home" has 
adverse health effects that are far reaching, particularly for vulnerable populations who are at 
risk for or coping with serious physical and/or behavioral health conditions. The lack of a sense 
of permanence is also a relevant factor. As such, we are also referring here to individuals who 
stay intermittently in the homes of various family members and/or friends (so called "couch 
surfing") and/or who have lost their home setting when transitioning from residential treatment, 
institutional care-settings, military service, or incarceration. The available data indicate that 
there are significant subsets of high-cost Medicaid beneficiaries of all ages who cannot access or 
afford such a stable living arrangement. The purpose of the state's Home Stabilization Initiative 
(HSI) is to make an organized set of Medicaid-funded tenancy supports services available to 
Medicaid beneficiaries. 

Toward this end, Rhode Island's Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS) will 
use the authorities requested under the Section 1115 waiver to implement a set of tenancy 
support services, in conjunction with its partner state and community agencies. This innovative 
HSI targets Medicaid beneficiaries who require support in maintaining their tenancy. The state 
intends to engage community providers certified as Home Stabilization providers (HSP) to 
conduct the provision of high quality, flexible, home-based services. The Certification process 
assures that successful providers have the capacity to develop and implement tenancy support 
services and the expertise and access to see them through. 

To maximize the effectiveness of the HSI, the state intends to integrate the mix of existing State 
Plan, waiver, HUD Continuum of Care, and other publicly funded services and interventions that 
enhance home and health stability (e.g., home-based therapy, day services, employment 
supports, core home and community based services, home modifications, etc.). 

The State believes that the HSI will demonstrate that tenancy support services provided through 
Section 1115 waiver authorities are an effective intervention that will improve health outcomes, 
reduces costs, and promote responsibility and independence among vulnerable populations. 

HSI Target Groups 

Tenancy support services will be made available to Medicaid beneficiaries based on an assessed 
need. 

Tenancy Support Services 

The State proposes to provide a wide range of narrowly focused services to HSI participants. 
These services will be evidence based and provided on an individualized basis to correspond to a 
beneficiary's needs. Tenancy support services are designed to supplement and enhance, rather 
than substitute for or supplant, existing federally funded services available. The HSP will 
provide supp01i to teach a time-limited set of tenancy support services that promotes 
independence and ensures that an individual is able to meet the obligations of their tenancy. 
These services include: early identification and intervention for behaviors that may jeopardize 
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