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Michigan CHIP State Plan Approved Language for HSI for Poison Control Center  
 
2.2. Health Services Initiatives - Describe if the State will use the health services initiative 
option as allowed at 42 CFR 457.10. If so, describe what services or programs the State is 
proposing to cover with administrative funds, including the  cost of each program, and how it is 
currently funded (if applicable), and also update the budget accordingly. (Section 
2105(a)(1)(D)(ii)); (42 CFR 457.10) 
 
As permitted under section 2105(a)(1)(D)(ii) of the Social Security Act and federal regulations at 
42 CFR 457.10, the State of Michigan is doing a health services initiative that will use CHIP 
funds, within the federal administrative expenditures cap allowed for states, to support the 
Michigan Regional Poison Control Center (MRPCC) at Children’s Hospital of Michigan. The 
MRPCC provides emergency telephone treatment advice, referral assistance, and information to 
manage exposures to poisonous and hazardous substances. The MRPCC answers poisoning 
emergency calls from the general public as well as health care providers needing assistance 24 
hours a day, 365 days each year at no charge.  
 
The MRPCC provides numerous services including: 
 
• 24-hour emergency and information hotline services 
• follow-up calls regarding continuing care in poison exposure cases 
• health and safety professional education 
• state and national data collection providing epidemiologic public health surveillance 
• access to emergency information as an integral part of local, state and national emergency 
 preparedness  
• responses for natural and manmade disasters 
• acting as a clearinghouse for scarce resources and antidotes 
• providing guidance in the treatment of hazardous incidents to the public 
• providing interpretative assistance of forensic data for law enforcement and medical 
 examiners 
• assisting other federal and state agencies in risk-assessment for potentially toxic 
 exposures 
 
 
Certified Specialists in Poison Information and medical or clinical toxicologists are available 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year to manage cases. The service is provided via a toll-free telephone 
number to every community throughout Michigan, including under-served, low income, and 
indigent populations. Services are available by use of an interpreter in over 150 languages and 
via telecommunications devices for the deaf and hearing impaired (TTY).  
 
The MRPCC provides public education programs directed towards pediatric accidental poisoning 
as well as targeted “at-risk” populations.  Educational materials and teaching curricula are 
distributed throughout the state, free of charge.  Materials are also available in Spanish and 
Arabic. The MRPCC participates in a variety of community injury prevention including health 
fairs.  The MRPCC also provides a robust professional educational program designed to train 



medical and safety professionals in the identification and treatment of poisoning and hazardous 
exposures including pre-hospital and first-responder training. 
 
The MRPCC receives approximately 66,000 calls from Michiganians annually involving 
individuals exposed to poisons or hazardous substances. Sixty-two percent of all poisoning 
exposure calls received involve children under age 19. For CHIP eligible children, over 44 
percent of the total calls relate to poisoning exposures of children in families whose annual 
household incomes is $47,100 or less (200% FPL for a family of 4 in 2013). In addition to calls 
regarding exposures, the MRPCC receives over 10,000 calls each year from Michiganians 
requesting information about poison prevention, effective use of chemicals, drug identification, 
substance abuse and other medical questions. These calls are considered preventive. 
 
MRPCC intervention resulted in over 79 percent of the unintentional exposure calls (in children 
under age 19) being handled in the home so the children did not have to use an emergency 
department or need a 911 call and response. For those children whose exposure necessitated 
hospital evaluation and treatment, MRPCC intervention contributed substantially to reduced 
resource utilization and decreased length of stay with significant cost savings to the community. 
 
The state assures that the Michigan Regional Poison Control Center (MRPCC) at Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan will not supplant or match CHIP federal funds with other federal funds, nor 
allow other federal funds to supplant or match CHIP federal funds.  The state will make 
payments to the MRPCC annually in the last quarter of the state’s fiscal year. 
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